
   1 

I am thinking about gifts. I am going to try 
and stay with that theme, gifts that God 
has given us. He has given us tremendous 
gifts. Sometimes our gifts are each other. 
Sometimes our gifts come unexpectedly. I 
want you to recognize that you don’t have 
to wait until Christmas to give a gift. 

The gifts that the youth directors give you 
are gifts that you can take with you for 
the rest of your life. We have youth that 
started right up here. Now, they are doing 
great things for the Lord and for them-
selves.  

When someone offers you a gift receive it 
graciously, but don’t beg. Receive the gifts 
that are given to you, graciously, but 
don’t beg.   

The Church offers tremendous gifts to our 
young people, elders, and to all because 
we are interdependent, one upon the 
other.  

Today, I want to talk about the gifts. This 
time I am talking about the spiritual gifts.  

All gifts should be received graciously and 
used accordingly. Some of us open gifts 
and we see gadgetry. We want to try and 
use the gadgets without reading the di-
rections. Those gadgets are wonderful 
and can do tremendous things, but if you 
don’t use them right. All you can say is 
Hello. So you have to use the gifts that are 
given to us appropriately. 

For your reading consideration, I would 
like to look at Romans. I know you are 
going to think that it is not Bro. Wallace 

reading because it is not the authorized 
King James Version.  Tonya, I am going to 
visit the New Living Translation. It’s not 
quite God’s Word [translation] and it’s a 
little different so I am truly going to be 
reading.  

“In his grace, God has given us different 
gifts for doing certain things well. So if 
God has given you the ability to prophesy, 
speak out with as much faith as God has 
given you. If your gift is serving others, 
serve them well. If you are a teacher, 
teach well. If your gift is to encourage 
others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give 
generously. If God has given you leader-
ship ability, take the responsibility seri-
ously. And if you have a gift for showing 
kindness to others, do it gladly” (Rom 
12:6-8).  

Now, we would like to talk about all of 
those gifts, but then I would be unable to 
keep my word and get you out of here 
quickly. 

Now these gifts are very important and 
not only to church folks. These gifts are 
good for all mankind. I wish that we could 
focus on humanity rather than national-
ism and individualism. I don’t like the idea 
of denominationalism because it sepa-
rates. The word, denomination, comes 
from the word divide. We are not divided. 
We are one in Christ Jesus. 

Jesus’s prayer before He went to the Fa-
ther was that He and the Father are one 
and that we are one with Him (John 
17:11). We are one body in Christ Jesus. I 
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am not going to ask you what is your faith, 
if I see that you believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, that He was born 
in Bethlehem, that He grew and waxed 
strong in His Father’s word, that He went 
about doing good, died yonder on Calvary, 
and sets at the right hand of the Father. If 
you believe that then you are a member 
of this congregation and every other one 
that you walk into. Somebody ought to 
understand that.  There is just one church 
and I don’t care what they put on the sign. 
We are the body of Christ Jesus. 

The Lord has given great gifts to the 
church. The 2 gifts that I want to accentu-
ate, this morning, are mercy and giving. 

Spiritual Gift of Mercy 

Let’s start with mercy first and then you 
will understand giving better. The reason 
some folks don’t give is because they 
don’t have mercy for others. They don’t 
care what it takes to survive or for the 
others and the church to be blessed. So, 
they don’t exercise mercy.  

So the first gift I want you to be sure to 
open, this morning, is the gift of mercy. 
You must show mercy to those whose 
faith is wavering. When you see someone, 
who is down and out or is challenged in 
their faith toward God, don’t count them 
out, embrace them, reach out and touch 
them, and encourage them. The Bible says 
that ye who are spiritual has a responsibil-
ity to those who are weaker in the faith. 
Spirituality is a gift.  

The gift that we are talking about is mer-
cy. In Jude 1:22, it says “And you must 
show mercy to those whose faith is wa-
vering. Rescue others by snatching them 
from the flames of judgment.”  

Judgement is not a gift. The Bible says for 
us not to judge one another. In fact it says 
“judge ye not, except ye be judged” (Mt 
7:1). Then He said “thou are inexcusable 
old man that judgest another man’s serv-
ant. The same judgement that you push 
out toward them is coming back” (Ro. 
2:1).  

You can talk about me as much as you 

please, but when you act up someone is 
going to talk about you. Here is a little 
sidebar. If folks come to you with gossip 
about me, they are going to come to me 
with gossip about you. That’s all I have to 
say about that there.  

We are going to move on because we 
need to quench the flames of judgment.  
“Show mercy to still others, but do so with 
great caution” (Jude 1:23). I want to cau-
tion you about the movement of your lips. 
My Daddy use to say that “a man should 
put his mind in gear before his mouth in 
motion.” Be careful, be very cautious 
about what you say about God’s people. I 
started to say the especially the preacher, 
but we live in an era, when the preacher is 
so different than anyone else to you. But 
God said that He has every hair on my 
head numbered. So when you are trying 
to pluck them out, God is watching you 
and not judging me.  

Do everything with great caution “hating 
the sins that contaminate their 
lives” (Jude 1:23).  Hate the sin and not 
the people. You know there are some 
sinners out there just waiting to be saved. 
But we spend so much time condemning 
what they are doing that we condemn 
them. We need to separate the sin from 
the gift. God has gifted men and women 
with life and they don’t know it. So there-
fore, they follow after things and stuff 
rather than the spirit of God. 

So you be cautious, this morning, about 
how you treat others.  Hate the sin that 
contaminates their lives but don’t hate 
them. In Matthew 5:7 it says, “God bless-
es those who are merciful, for they will be 
shown mercy.” When Jesus preached the 
sermon on the mount, He said “Blessed 
are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy”. If you can be kind and affection-
ate to other people, then God will be kind 
and affectionate toward you. 

He said “Blessed are the merciful: for they 
shall obtain mercy” because it is a gift that 
has been given you. “Then he added, Now 
go and learn the meaning of this Scrip-
ture: ‘I want you to show mercy, not offer 
sacrifices’” (Mt 9:13). Now, I am going to 

talk about giving, when I get through talk-
ing about mercy.  

But your sacrificial giving, sacrificial en-
deavors, where you let the people see 
that you are giving more than you are 
capable of, it makes you feel like you are 
worthy of praise. But if your praised for 
the gifts that you give to the Lord, I de-
clare along with the Apostle Paul, and the 
Holy Spirit, that you have your gift al-
ready.  So, if everyone is patting you on 
the back for the sacrifices that you made, 
then you need to recognize that it is more 
important for you to show mercy. 

When I speak of showing mercy, I mean 
being kind and affectionate one toward 
the other.  “For I have come to call not 
those who think they are righteous, but 
those who know they are sinners.” I know 
you are not looking for sinners to save. 
But if sinners walk in those doors back 
there, you already know who the brothers 
and sisters are and you receive them gra-
ciously, but you need to receive the sin-
ners the same way.  

In Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, teachers 
of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill 
and cumin. But you have neglected the 
more important matters of the law—
justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 
should have practiced the latter, without 
neglecting the former” (NIV). These things 
go together. You may be keeping the law 
by continuing to give, tithe, and bring 
offerings, but you also have to show some 
sign of love one toward the other.  

Finally, I am going to tell that this thing 
called mercy is more important than you 
suspect. Jesus told a parable and many 
times His parables were a short story with 
a lot of meaning.  In Luke 10:30-37, Jesus 
said that there was man a man travelling 
to Jericho through Jerusalem. Jericho was 
a bad place. This guy was accosted before 
he got to Jericho. This man was on his way 
to Jericho and thieves and robbers caught 
him and beat him down.  They left him for 
dead.  

As you would have it the preacher was on 
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his way to the temple and he was moving 
in his pompous and satorious splendor. 
He looked and saw the man wounded. So, 
he moved to the other side of the street. I 
am talking about the priests and the Phar-
isees, they saw the condition of the man 
and knew he needed help, but he went on 
the other side. 

Then they say in this translation that a 
church servant came along. Who are the 
church servants? The deacons. The church 
servant crossed over to the other side. 
Then a bad actor, someone that no one 
liked, a Samaritan came along. When the 
Samarian looked and saw that the man 
was beaten and almost dead, he picked 
him up and put him on his donkey.  

He took him to an inn, like the Clarion or 
high priced place like the Hyatt Regency. 
He told the Innkeeper, that he found this 
man sick, down, and out. He looked as 
though he had no hope. Whatever it takes 
to get him well, take care of this man and 
send me the bill. In other words, I have 
done everything that I can do and I am 
bringing him to you because I still have to 
finish my journey. So, whatever he needs 
give it to him and send me the bill. I will 
pay you the next time, I am here.  

It's not one of those deals, where you say 
let me borrow $5 and I will pay you back. 
It’s a promise from a man, who has shown 
mercy to someone else. All the people 
were neighbors: the preacher, the dea-
con, and the Samaritan. If you really want 
to show that you are God’s child, then you 
will show mercy to others.  

The spiritual gift of mercy is “one in which 
a person demonstrates a strong ability to 
empathize with others with compas-
sion” [A]. That is why I keep saying show-
ing love and affection one toward anoth-
er. It is a word of action. It is not some-
thing that you just say and don’t do any-
thing.  

You can have sympathy, when you see 
someone. I know many of you are sympa-
thetic with the poor and the homeless 
because I hearing you talking. When you 
sympathize, you feel bad for the condi-
tions that person may be living in, such as 

the cold or under a bridge. But when you 
put yourself in their situation, you show 
empathy. If you know that you can help 
them out, then help them. So you need to 
empathize with others. 

Often, we exercise our mercy with a level 
of pity rather than our spiritual gifts. Don’t 
look down at the folks that you help. But 
go down and lift them up. There is no 
judgment with this kind of spiritual gift. 
It’s always about making the person and 
his or her situation better.  

We as Christians are encouraged to utilize 
our gift of mercy. Is mercy your gift? Ask 
yourself if you are willing to see someone 
down and out, in bad shape, and do what 
it takes to get them on their feet. If you 
are then you are one who has the gift of 
mercy. 

Are you often drawn to people who are 
suffering or in distress? I know some peo-
ple in this congregation that know every-
one, who has a problem and they don’t 
solicit others to go and help, they go. 
Those individuals have the gift of mercy. 
Does helping the needy, the sick, the disa-
bled, the elderly excite you. If you get 
excited about doing something good for 
other people. We have members of our 
fellowship that takes care of family mem-
bers and other people, when they are 
sick. 

My mother was an example of a nursing 
home and group home, before they were 
getting paid for these services. She had a 
room that always had someone sick in it. 
We called it the sick room because my 
mother would go get her aunts, cousins, 
or anyone who was sick. She would bring 
them to her house and nurse them until 
they were well or went to heaven. She 
had 8 children and there was always 
someone else at the table or in the twin 
beds. It was because she exercised mercy.  

So when you think about that church, 
what are you willing to put yourself out so 
that someone else could have something? 
A lot of times, when you find a person, 
who is merciful, that would do something 
for others, the encouragement they re-
ceive is don’t be a fool.  

I want to be merciful, kind and affection-
ate one toward the other. This is Christ-
mas morning; did anyone open the gift of 
mercy? If you didn’t open the gift. The gift 
is under the tree. When you get home, 
open the gift of mercy and be merciful to 
someone else.  

There are people in our congregation that 
did not have kids, but were buying gifts 
for other people’s kids. That’s the gift. All 
the congregations’ collective gifts for kids 
is a demonstration of mercy. The blankets 
that we take to the nursing home, that is 
the gift of mercy. Thank you because you 
have shown me that the gift was in our 
fellowship. 

Do people seek you out when they are 
having tough times? But it is alright be-
cause God has given to you and you 
should be willing to give to others. The gift 
of mercy should be used to the glory of 
God and the up building of the kingdom.  

Spiritual Gift of Giving 

Now, I want to talk about the spiritual gift 
of giving, according to the scriptures. I 
have been preaching it for a long time, but 
I don’t know if you get it. The Bible says 
“Give and you shall receive.” Let me show 
you what that word usury means. Usury 
means with interest. “Give and you shall 
receive, press down, shaken together and 
running over” (Luke 6:38).  

When you give, you get back more than 
you gave. If you have the gift of giving, use 
it to the glory of God and the upbuilding 
of the kingdom. When the little boy gave 
Jesus 2 fish and 5 loaves of bread, Jesus 
took that and used it to the good of the 
people. He fed 5,000 with 2 fish and 5 
loaves of bread. What if the little boy 
went and hid with his lunch. Sometimes, 
you have plenty to eat and know that 
someone does not enough, and you sym-
pathize with them saying “that’s so sad, I 
just hate to see a hungry child.” If you 
hate to see a hungry child, then you take 
them to a restaurant, take them to Ho-
del’s if you want to. Take them to Golden 
Corral or somewhere.  

When Jesus gave blessings, He gave them 
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to everyone. John 15:12 says that “This is 
my commandment: Love each other in the 
same way I have loved you” (NLT). Jesus 
gave everything He had for us. We should 
be willing to give to others.  

“There were no needy people among 
them, because those who owned land or 
houses would sell them 35 and bring the 
money to the apostles to give to those in 
need” (Acts 4:34). In the first part of Acts, 
when the church first started, it was not 
like us. We have a diversity of people. We 
have some people that have already come 
up. We have some young folks that are 
coming up. We have some that are broke 
and disgusted. We have some that use to 
be up and now they are down.  

In the first century church, everyone was 
equal because they took everything that 
they had and laid it at the Apostle’s feet. 
The apostles were the preacher. Some are 
reticent to give to the preacher because 
they don’t know what the preacher is do-
ing with the money. I will tell you what 
this preacher is doing with the money, 
absolutely nothing. In fact, if I consult with 
the financial officers and they say we 
don’t have enough money to fix the roof, 
then I say do it any way. When I run out of 
money, I will use a credit card. The reason 
I do this is because God bless me with the 
gift of giving.  

If He blessed you with the gift of giving, 
you will recognize that one day you can 
keep on giving and giving and you will 
always have something to give. But when 
you take what you have and try to hide it 
and let no one know that you have it, 
when you get broke, you are going be 
broke. There will be nothing you can do 
about it. 

When they brought everything to the 
Apostle’s feet, everyone was encouraged 
because they were all treated equally. 
This is the way the church began. The 
church could not continue that way be-
cause the Grecian women, the non-Jewish 
women, complained. This led to deacons 
in church. The Lord said look out among 
you and find 7 men full of the Holy Ghost, 

so they can take charge of this matter and 
make sure that everyone is treated equal-
ly. But, it did not work. It was too right-
eous, so it didn’t work. They were con-
cerned more with their own rather than 
the whole body. They were concerned 
about what’s in it for me.  

2 Corinthians 8:2-5 says “In the midst of a 
very severe trial, their overflowing joy and 
their extreme poverty welled up in rich 
generosity” (NIV). Now, here is the church 
in Corinth, that looks at a situation and 
they saw a need. They were so eager to 
give to the poor people that they came 
together and welled up with generosity.  

I bring this to your attention because you 
don’t have to be rich to give. When Jesus 
stood in the temple and watched the 
offerings come in, He noticed that people 
with plenty of money gave 10% of what 
they had. They gave a good portion of 
what they had.  But one woman came up 
and put two coins in the plate. The Bible 
says that this woman’s gift was better 
than all because she gave all that she had. 
Give brothers and sisters and you shall 
receive. 

Watch out for those individuals that tell 
you to be careful with your money be-
cause when you are broke, the church is 
not going to anything for you. I have 
heard it many times in my 37-38 years, 
but we are praying that our benevolent 
fund will be sufficient to help those in 
need.  

“Watch out! Don’t do your good deeds 
publicly” (Mt 6:1). Did you ever hear that 
scripture that says “don’t let your left 
hand know what your right hand is do-
ing” (Mt 6:3)? That is what it means. Don’t 
be telling someone, who is in need, that 
you know they are broke and give them 
$5 dollars to eat off the $1 menu. Then 
you turn right around and go to Outback.  

Jesus wants us to be givers and not takers. 
Remember how Shakespeare said the 
“neither a lender or a borrower be”. He 
was saying that you should be an individu-
al that uses the blessings God has for you 
and don’t go out begging for what others 

have. When give someone something, 
don’t put any strings on it.  

Now I have lots of children. Pray for me 
right now. When I hand them a few dol-
lars or something to help them out, I don’t 
want any contracts. You have children and 
when they come and ask for money, do 
you sit down and write out a contract with 
10% interest? Do you tell them the date 
to have it back or you will repossess their 
birth rights? You just hand it to them. That 
is the way we need to learn to give gener-
ously. No strings attached.  

The spiritual gift of giving is a gift of God. 
With this spiritual gift of giving, you have 
an innate ability to see the need others 
and have the resources to help them. 

“Three areas most people think of when it 
comes to the spiritual gift of giving is to 
provide the abilities, resources, or time. 
Sometimes, this gift is described as a mon-
etary gift” [B]. How many wants to give 
God some more time? We are getting 
ready to close out 2016 and we are going 
into 2017.  

To the individuals here on Wilson Road, 
you have been good. Not only that, we 
survived. I didn’t bring this message up 
because we don’t have givers. I brought 
this message up because giving is a gift. If 
we utilize the gifts that God has given us, 
then we are going to be blessed and so 
will the church. If the church is going to be 
blessed, then so will hundreds of other 
people. 

What we have and the gift that you have 
whether it is prophesying, singing, or do-
ing the things that you do for the church, 
the gift that God has given you is not for 
you. It’s for others. So, if God has granted 
you with money, marbles, and chalk, big 
bank accounts, and 401Ks, 507s, and 357s. 
Okay, may be not 357s. Whatever way 
God has blessed you is the way you want 
to bless someone else.  

When you go home and look back under 
the tree, here are some gifts that you may 
not have opened: the gift of mercy and 
the gift of giving. I promise you that 
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whether are not they are wrapped in 
pretty paper with Santa Claus, Snowmen, 
or flowers on it, the gifts are there. Pick 
them up and use them. This is a Christmas 
that God has made gifts available to you. I 
invite you to pick them up and use them.  

This is the day that we celebrate the birth 
of Christ. I don’t want anyone to be con-
fused because we don’t know when He 
was born. He did not have His birth certifi-
cate recorded in the scriptures. But be-
cause He was born then let His gift be 
born in you.  

If you have not been using the gifts that 
God has given you, then get right with 
God today. To get the gift, you must sur-
render to God as your master, then follow 
the will of your master. 
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